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Our San Martin Location
Estate Vineyards–Production Facility–Hospitality Center

In 1996, Bill and Brenda Murphy began a quest 
for the permanent “home” for their growing 
wine business. Several months later, via CK 
Vines (the vineyard installation and mainte-
nance “arm” of the winery), the Murphy’s 
came across a wonderful opportunity—to build 
a brand new facility and plant nearly 100 acres 
of vines—in the heart of the Lion’s Gate Valley 
in San Martin, CA.

The Murphy’s were introduced to the develop-
ers of a new resort and executive retreat called 
CordeValle, located 20 miles south of San 
Jose. As part of the permitting to build this 
new facility, a percentage of the land was 
required to be agricultural space. As grapevines 
are the historical agriculture of the region, 
everyone agreed they would be a perfect (and 
very beautiful) addition to the CordeValle site.
 

As it turned out, CK Vines was a perfect match 
for CordeValle’s vineyard needs.  And Corde-
Valle was a perfect match for Clos LaChance’s 
needs.  Hence, a deal was made—and Clos 
LaChance had found a new home.

The winemaking facility was completed in 
August 2001. The Tasting Room and Hospital-
ity Center opened to the public in May 2002. 
The Clos LaChance Winery is a state-of-the-art 
facility, designed to produce 60,000 cases 
annually. 

40,000 vines were planted in late June/early 
July 1999. Upon completion, over 20 varietals 
have been planted, including: Sauvignon Blanc, 
Chardonnay, Viognier, Semillion, Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Merlot, Cabernet Franc, Petit 
Verdot, Syrah, Petite Sirah and Zinfandel. 
Smaller plots of other varietals (including 

Malbec, Grenache, Mourvèdre, Muscat and 
Primitivo) will be used as a “spice rack” for  
Clos LaChance’s winemaker in the final 
blends. The many different grape varietals 
have allowed for Clos LaChance to “dial-in” 
the land quickly—i.e. determine which 
varietals will do best at the site. The process 
of “budding over” has been used to replace 
underperforming varietals and clones.
 

Extensive soil testing has proven that 
CordeValle’s site holds some of the state's 
most productive soil. It also has perfect 
weather for growing premium grapes.  
Weather stations have been placed throughout 
the property to help determine exactly the 
right rootstocks, varietals and clones of grapes 
to plant on the site.

In 2000 and 2001, Clos LaChance teamed up 
with the O'Brien Group to plant 50 acres of 
vineyards surrounding the homes at Corde-
Valle Vineyard Estates, a luxury community of 
36 new estate homes surrounding 23 acres of 
private lakes. Clos LaChance's expertise has 
been utilized to farm and maintain approxi-
mately 50 acres of Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Merlot and Syrah vines. Clos LaChance and 
the residents of CordeValle Vineyard Estates 
welcomed the first crop of fruit during the 
Harvest of 2003.

The Resort at CordeValle is managed by 
Rosewood Resorts. For more information, 
please visit www.cordevalle.com
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